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Chinese Patent Application NO.: 00802088.4 

Text of First Office Action 

The examiner provided the following examination opinions based on the Chinese 
translation for the original international application. 

Claim 21 seeks to protect a method for carrying out a handoff between an upper cell 
and a lower cell in a hierarchical cell structure. A method for a mobile station to carry 
out a handoff between cells in a hierarchical cell structure has been disclosed in 
Reference 1 (US5548806A), in which the following technical features have been 
disclosed (refer to column 9, line 19 to line 60 of the specification and Fig 5): when 
the mobile station detects that its signal quality has become low and compares a 
predetermined value with its signal, it is determined whether a handoff is performed 
or not according to the comparison result. A method for providing neighbor cell 
information to a subscriber unit (i.e. mobile station) in communication session in 
Reference 2 (CN1212593A), in which the following technical features have been 
disclosed (refer to page 6, line 1 to page 7, line 10 of the Chinese version specification 
and Fig 6 to 8, corresponding to column 5, line 11 to column 6, line 18 of the English 
version specification and Fig 6 to 8 ): when it determines that the first server site is no 
longer desirable, the subscriber unit determines the most suitable second server site 
based on a neighbor cell list and receives new neighbor cell list information from a 
server site during lull in communication session. 

It can be known from the above, for Reference 1 and Reference 2, the technical fields 
which they belong to are identical, the disclosed technical solutions and the technical 
effects are similar. The difference between the technical solution obtained by 
combined Reference 1 with Reference 2 and the technical solution sought for 
protection is only providing the different frequency assignment to the cells being in 
different hiberarchy and performing a handoff by searching the PN code. For those 
skilled in the art, the above difference is well-known. In addition, the technical 
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solutions for which protection is sought for belong to the same technical field, the 
problem solved by them and their technical effects are similar. Accordingly, the 
technical solution for which protection is sought does not comply with the provision 
of Article 22, Rule 3 on inventiveness of the Patent Law. 

In claims 23-32, a computer readable medium is sought for protection. Substantively, 
the object sought for protection is the instruction stored on the medium rather than the 
improvement of the readable medium. The object for which protection is sought 
belongs to the method and rules for mental activities prescribed in Article 25, 
Paragraph 1, Item 2 of the China Patent Law, which can not be granted a patent right. 

As the Rule 18, Paragraph 1 and 2 prescribed, the specification should be comprised 
of five portions, i.e. "technical field", "background art", "contents of the invention", 
"description of figures" and "mode of carrying out the invention", and each portion 
shall be preceded by a heading. The applicant should make amendments to the 
specification according to the above provision. 

Based on the above comments, the present application can not be granted a patent 
right according to the current documents. If the applicant can make amendments and 
submit the new claims and specification before the limit time designated, it is 
expected that the application is granted a patent right. However, it should be noted 
that the amendments should satisfy the provision of the Article 33 of the Patent Law 
and can not go beyond the scope recorded in the original claims and specification. 



The proposed amendments to the claims 

21. A method for carrying out a handoff between an upper cell and a lower cell in a 
hierarchical cell structure, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing different frequency assignments (FA) to the upper cell and the 
lower cell in a same service band, to construct 

a hierarchical cell; and 

b) confirming the hierarchical cell according to cell structure information of 
neighboring base stations, searching for a PN code of a movement cell, and performing 
the hahdoff T; and 

c) allocating in cross, frequency of the upper cell and the lower cell to a primary 
channel and a secondary channel of a number assignment module (NAN) of a single 
mode mobile station. 

22-32. Deleted. 
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